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Dear Athletic Directors, 
  
On behalf of the Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors Association Officers and Executive Board, I 
welcome you to the 45th annual MSSADA state conference. 
  
On a typical year, athletic administrators from both Massachusetts and Rhode Island convene in beautiful Cape Cod 
to participate in a week of professional development, best practices sharing, collegial and business networking, and 
celebrating the many award winners that are recognized during our luncheon and banquet. Our MSSADA state 
conference continues to be recognized as one of the best professional assemblies in the country.  Last year, we were 
forced to cancel our conference. This year, we were fortunate to have a great group of leaders in our state association 
that made every effort to bring our professional development opportunities to you through a virtual conference.  
  
I would like to thank our entire Executive Board who have sacrificed countless hours to pursue our association’s goals 
of membership growth, strategic plan development, increase professional development opportunities, partnership 
opportunities with our state association and the planning and implementation of our first ever virtual state conference. 
  
The tireless efforts of our association’s officers; Executive Director Fran Whitten, First Vice-President Keith Mangan, 
Second Vice-President Matt Trahan, Third Vice-President Tom Tarpey, Past President Andy Crisafulli, Treasurer 
John Lynch, and Secretary Tania Rich have navigated such undertakings by providing the necessary motivation and 
drive to accomplish various initiatives over the past ten months. 
  
Our conference coordinator Mike Denise, First Vice President Keith Mangan and LTC Coordinator Karrah Ellis have 
done yeoman’s work creating a well-balanced state conference schedule, filled with countless opportunities for 
professional growth and sharing, while also continuing to expand our vendor roster, enabling our association to offer 
this conference free of charge to our membership. 
  
Terry Riley and Andy Crisafulli have provided our association with great service, performing the duties of Awards 
Chair and Public Relations Officer respectively. Both these individuals execute behind the scene assignments and take 
tremendous pride in their roles and responsibilities within our organization. 
  
A special thanks to Thom Holdgate, who along with our executive director, vice and past presidents, led the board in 
developing our first strategic plan. The document shares a common vision and distinguished goals that will guide our 
association’s success over the next five years. We are proud that we have already started work on our strategic plan 
and look forward to the new at-large positions that are open on the executive board. 
  
This week long conference will be a rewarding and memorable experience for all participants. We encourage you to 
participate in as many professional development opportunities as time will allow, ask that you visit the numerous local 
and national exhibitors presentations who will provide information on their businesses and what they have to offer 
your school, and attend our virtual awards ceremony to recognize and celebrate the accomplishments of our fellow 
athletic administrator peers.  We will wrap our virtual conference with our Annual Business Meeting through zoom 
on Friday morning. 
  
It has been an honor to serve all of you as MSSADA President this past year. I am thankful for the commitment and 
support from our state athletic directors, as my experience on the board has been an invaluable tool in my development 
as a professional athletic administrator. 
  
In closing, I encourage all of you to be involved at the local and state level, as your guidance and leadership is essential 
in offering all of our student-athletes a first-class interscholastic educational athletic experience. Enjoy the conference! 
  
Jason M. Costa, CAA 
MSSADA President 
2020 - 2021 
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Many thanks to our Sponsors and Vendors  
without whose support, our Conference would  

be unable to continue as a model recognized as one  
of the best in the nation.
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BSN
Band
Championship Award Guys 
Dave Ayotte & Associates
FamilyID
Gatorade
GEOSurfaces
Gipper Media
Gold Athletics
G&G Fitness Equipment
Hampden Engineering
HomeTown Ticketing, Inc.
Jostens
KBK Sports
LifeTouch Photography
Mass HeartBeat, Inc.
MetroTeam Sports
MF-Athletics 
Musco Lights 

Nanonation
Nixon Company
Pappas Co.
Piesco Sporting Goods
Pitchkount
RePlay Maintenance USA
Riddell
rSchool
Sakovitz Sports
Scoreboard Enterprises Inc.
Scoreshots
Soul Warming Fundraising llc.
Stadium System
Traverse Landscape Architects
United Site Services
USAVE Sports & Apparel Inc.
Vital Signs
VNN
Warner Larson Landscape Architects
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President School Term of Office
Jack Heaphy* Dedham High School 1956 - 1957 
T. Meldon Wenner* Belmont High School 1957 - 1958 
John Proctor* Weston High School 1958 - 1959 
Henry Knowlton Winchester High School 1959 - 1960 
Earl Crompton Wakefield High School 1960 - 1961 
Lawrence Folloni* Bridgewater-Raynham Reg. 1961 - 1962 
Robert Raymond Milton High School 1962 - 1963 
Martin McDonough* Fitchburg High School 1963 - 1964 
Jack Fisher Weymouth High School 1964 - 1965 
Harmon Smith* Agawam High School 1965 - 1966 
Everett Dorr* Cohasset High School 1966 - 1967 
Philip Claxton* Needham High School 1967 - 1968 
Thomas Lane St. Bernard’s of Fitchburg 1968 - 1969 
Sahler Smith* West Springfield High School 1969 - 1970 
C. Jake O’Connor* West Boylston High School 1970 - 1971 
Robert Barrett Hingham High School 1971 - 1972 
William “Mike” Kober Minnechaug Reg. High School 1972 - 1973
James O’Connor* Wahconah Reg. High School 1973 - 1974 
Lester Levey* North Reading High School 1974 - 1975 
Jack Knight* Marblehead High School 1975 - 1976 
William J. Bissett Hudson High School 1976 - 1977 
Joe Doyle Hoosac Valley Reg. High School 1977 - 1978 
Paul Higgins* Salem High School 1978 - 1980 
Joe Mewhiney Westborough High School 1980 - 1981 
Paul Orzulak Ware High School 1981 - 1982 
Phil Norton Bourne High School 1982 - 1983 
Walter Sargent Minuteman Reg. Voc. High School 1983 - 1984 
Tom Potter Wahconah Reg. High School 1984 - 1985
John DiBiaso* Everett High School 1985 - 1986
Stan Masalsky Canton High School 1986 - 1987 
Jim O’Connor Catholic Memorial High School 1987 - 1988 

President School Term of Office
Don ProHovich Waltham High School 1988 - 1989 
Dave Balch Southeastern Reg. Voc. HS 1989 - 1990 
Jim Gillis Wilmington High School 1990 - 1991 
Ted Damko* Leominster High School 1991 - 1992 
Jim Lorenzen Dover-Sherborn Reg. High School 1992 - 1993 
Joao Rodrigues* Old Rochester Reg. High School 1993 - 1994 
John Domaingue West Springfield High School 1994 - 1995 
Margaret Conaty Mansfield High School 1995 - 1996 
Barry Haley Wakefield High School 1996 - 1997 
Jeff Long Marlborough High School 1997 - 1998 
Richard Garabedian Watertown High School 1998 - 1999 
Mitch Kuliga Apponequet Reg. High School 1999 - 2000 
Rich Lewis * Wachusett Reg. High School 2000 - 2001 
Bob Englehardt Pioneer Valley Reg. High School 2001 - 2002 
Rich Qualey Woburn High School 2002 - 2003 
Jim Ashley Diman Reg. Voc. High School 2003 - 2004 
Nick Zacchilli Milford High School 2004 - 2005 
Phil Moresi Ashland High School 2005 - 2006 
Buddy Carlson Wareham High School 2006 - 2007 
Dennis Baker Bellingham High School 2007 - 2008 
Jim Davis Belmont High School 2008 - 2009 
Fran Whitten Algonquin Regional High School 2009 - 2010 
Martha Jamieson Silver Lake Regional High School 2010 - 2011 
John Lynch North Shore Regional Voc. Tech. HS 2011 - 2012 
Thom Holdgate Duxbury High School 2012 - 2013 
Phil Vaccaro  Reading Memorial High School 2013 - 2014
Ann Trytko Hampshire  Regional Middle HS 2014 - 2015
Jim Abel Pittsfield/Taconic High School  2015 - 2016
Karrah Ellis Algonquin Regional High School 2016 - 2017
Michael Denise Braintree High School 2017 - 2018
Michael Roy Minnechaug High School 2018 - 2019
Andrew Crisafulli Dartmouth High School 2019 - 2020

*Deceased 

PAST PRESIDENTS OF OUR STATE ASSOCIATION
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MASSACHUSETTS 
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR RECIPIENTS

MSSADA 2020-2021
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR 

ANDREW CRISAFULLI, CAA
District D - Dartmouth High School

Andrew Crisafulli, Athletic Director at Dartmouth High School, is the 2020-2021 Massachusetts Secondary Schools 
Athletic Directors Association Athletic Director of the Year. Andrew was chosen from a group of outstanding 
nominees throughout the state. A selection committee having significant experience in the field at the local, state, 
and national levels unanimously chose Andrew. 

Andrew received his Bachelor of Science degree in Physical Education from Bridgewater State University and a 
Master of Education degree from Cambridge College. Currently, he is the Director of Athletics, Wellness, Health 
& Physical Education at Dartmouth High School. He began his career in 2000 as a Health & Physical Education 
Teacher at Durfee High School, Health Education Teacher at Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School, 
Physical Education Teacher at Somerset Middle School, Health & Physical Education Teacher at Joseph Case and 
where he served as the Athletic Director and Director of Health & Physical Education at Joseph Case High School 
until moving to Dartmouth. 

Throughout his professional career, Andrew has been actively involved at the local, state, and national levels. 
Within his league, Andrew developed, implemented, and hosted three student-athlete leadership summits for 
the South Coast Conference, served on the league expansion sub-committee, along with being its President in 
2012-2013. At the state level, Andrew is currently a member of the MIAC, Sportsmanship Committee, DEI/Game 
Officials/Sportsmanship Sub-Committee, along with past involvement on the Volleyball Committee. Andrew 
served as MSSADA President in 2019-2020 and has been an Executive Board Officer since 2016. Andrew has 
presented at various workshops for MSSADA (Conference & First Year AD), MIAA and Sportsmanship Summit. 
Within his district/local, Andrew has served as District D’s MSSADA Representative 2013/2016), creator of the 
District D Committee and presenter at multiple District D Fall Meetings.  Nationally, Andrew is a member of the 
NIAAA Membership Committee (Section 1 Representative), along with presenting a workshop at the 2020 NADC 
this December in addition to a NADC moderator during the 2017 national conference. Andrew has represented 
the state of Massachusetts at the National Delegate Assembly during the 2017, 2019 and the upcoming NADC 
Conference, along with attending the President’s Breakfast/Meeting (2019). 

Andrew was the recipient of the 2016 District D nominee for the MSSADA Ted Damko Award. 

The Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors Association commends Andrew Crisafulli for his 
outstanding achievements and contributions to high school athletics.
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MSSADA
1974-1975

John Delnegro
Drury

1986-1987
Jim Evans
Winthrop

1998-1999
Peter Glanville

Auburn

2010-2011
John Lynch

North Shore Tech
1975-1976

Francis J. Russo
Westfield

1987-1988
Stanley Masalsky*

Canton

1999-2000
Mitch Kuliga
Apponequet

2011-2012
Nancy O’Neil

Lincoln-Sudbury
1976-1977

Larry Folloni**
Bridgewater-Raynham

1988-1989
Harry Gerrish

Hanover

2000-2001
Robert Fisher

Rockland

2012-2013
Karrah Ellis

Grafton
1977-1978

Sahler Smith**
West Springfield

1989-1990
Richard Verzone

Burlington

2001-2002
Walter Sargent*

Brookline

2013-2014
Margaret Conaty

Hingham
1978-1979

Jack Knight**
Marblehead

1990-1991
Jeff Long
Marlboro

2002-2003
Judd Hunt

Quaboag Reg.

2014-2015
Mary Ryan
Rockport

1979-1980
Edward Schluntz

Brookline

1991-1992
Donald Tobin

Abington

2003-2004
Brent Clark

Concord-Carlisle

2015-2016
William Foley

Waltham
1980-1981

Dick Norman**
Barnstable

1992-1993
Tom Russo*
Springfield

2004-2005
Paul Torney

Blue Hills Reg.

2016-2017
Tania Rich

Nashoba Regional
1981-1982

Val Muscato**
Oliver Ames

1993-1994
**Douglas Grutchfield*

Fitchburg

2005-2006
Whit Horton

Somerset

2017-2018
Barry Haley

Concord-Carlisle
1982-1983

Paul Higgins**
Salem

1994 -1995
Rocco DiLorenzo

Boston

2006-2007
Peter Richards

Nashoba Regional

2018-2019
Matt Trahan
Old Colony

1983-1984
Bill Summers **

Framingham North

1995-1996
Joao Rodrigues**

Old Rochester

2007-2008
Dennis Baker
Bellingham

2019-2020
Michele Denise

Blackstone Valley Tech
1974-1975

John Delnegro
Drury

1996-1997
Stephen Goveia

Barnstable

2008-2009
Phil Vaccaro

Reading Memorial

2020-2021
Andrew Crisafulli

Dartmouth
1985-1986

Phil Norton
Bourne

1997-1998
Nicholas Zacchilli

Milford

2009-2010
Thom Holdgate

Duxbury

 ** Deceased,* Former State/District/National Athletic Director of the Year
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MEET THE DISTRICT ATHLETIC DIRECTORS OF THE YEAR MEET THE DISTRICT ATHLETIC DIRECTORS OF THE YEAR

ERNEST DIFIORE, CAA
District A – CENTRAL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

PATRICK MARA, CAA
                   District E – MILLBURY MEMORIAL JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL

BOB RODGERS
District C – WHITMAN-HANSON REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

AVERY ESDAILE
District B – BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

MELANIE MARTIN, CAA
District F – HOLYOKE HIGH SCHOOL

Ernie DiFiore has been at Central Catholic for thirty years. He previous taught 
Physical Education before taking over as the Athletic Director in 2012. Ernie 
also coached a variety of teams at Central Catholic, Assistant Football, Assistant 
Wrestling and Head and Assistant Boys and Girls Track. He received his Bachelor’s 
Degree from Salem State and earned a Master’ Degree in Education Administration 
from American International College. Ernie has served as Chairman of the 
Merrimack Valley Conference, and Vice Chair of District 4. At the state level, he 
has served on the MSSADA District A Merrimack Valley Conference Rep, and 
MIAA Boys Lacrosse Committee.
Ernie was the recipient of the 2015-2016 District A nominee for the MSSADA 
Ted Damko Award. 

Pat Mara currently is an Assistant Principal at Millbury High School. Previously, 
he was the Director of Athletics and Mathematics Teacher at Millbury. He earned a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Mathematics with a minor in Economics and a Master 
of Education in Mathematics and Master of Science in Educational Leadership. 
At the local level, Pat served as the Southern Worcester County League: Secretary 
(2012-2013), Vice Chairperson (2016-2020), League Mentor (2015-2020), The 
Clark High School Basketball Tournament Executive Board (2011-Present), Central 
MA Athletic Directors Association Executive Board member (2017-2020), CMass 
Football Scheduling Committee (2014-2020), Walker System Subcommittee Chair 
(2015-2020). At the state level, Pat served as a MIAA Coaches Education Instructor, 
Volleyball Committee (2017-2018), TMC Seeding Subcommittee member (2018-
2020), LTC Instructor, and Board of Directors.
Pat was the recipient of the 2018-2019 MSSADA Richard E. Lewis Award.

Bob Rodgers currently serves as the Athletic Director at Whitman-Hanson 
Regional High School. He previously taught Communications at Whitman 
Hanson. Prior to teaching Bob was a TV Sports Anchor/Play by Play/Reporter/
Executive Producer New England Sports Network and Play by Play Broadcaster 
at ESPN. He earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Broadcast Journalism form Emerson 
College and a Master’s Degree in Education from Framingham State College. 
Bob has served on numerous committees including: Chairman of the MIAA 
Technology Ad Hoc Committee, Member of ERB since 2011, MIAC subcommittee, 
MIAA Basketball Committee and MSSADA District C Representative. 
Bob was the recipient of the 2015-2016 District C nominee for the MSSADA Ted 
Damko Award.

Jared Shannon currently is the Athletic Director and Dean of Students at 
Wahconah Regional High School. He previously taught Social Studies at Nessacus 
Middle School and Wahconah High School. He earned his Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in Interdisciplinary Studies for Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts and 
earned a Master’s Degree in Humanities and Education from Cambridge College. 
At the local level, Jared implemented a Student Athletic Advisory Committee at 
Wahconah. At the state level, he serves on the MIAA Tournament Management 
Committee, Football Committee, Unified Sports Advisory Board, and the Covid 
19 Task Force. He currently serves as Vice Chair to the Massachusetts Baseball 
Coaches Association and Berkshire County Athletic Directors.
Jared was the recipient 2016-2017 District G MSSADA Ted Damko Award, and the 2018-2019 MSSADA District G 
Athletic Director of the Year. 

Melanie Martin has been the Director of Athletics at Holyoke Public Schools 
since 2012. Previously, Mel was the athletic trainer at Holyoke High School. 
She graduated from Springfield College with a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Athletic Training and a earned her Master’s Degree in Injury Prevention and 
Management. Mel has an Associate Degree in Massage Therapy. She has served 
on the following committees: MSSADA District F (1) Representative, PVIAC 
Executive Board Member, Unified Sports Advisory Committee Member, MIAA 
Ski Committee Member, served as Vice Chair (1 Year) and Committee Secretary 
(2 years), MA Licensed Athletic Trainer, NATA Member, Past President of 
Athletic Trainers of Mass (ATOM), ATOM Member, and MA Licensed Massage 
Therapist. Melanie was the recipient 2016-2017 District F nominee for the 
MSSADA Ted Damko Award.

Avery has served as Senior Director of Athletics for the Boston Public Schools 
since 2014. Prior to this, he was the Associate Athletic Director at Wellesley 
College (2012-2014), Assistant Athletic Director (2012-2002), and Varsity 
Sports Administration and Facilities Assistant at Yale University (2002-2000). 
He graduated from Wesleyan University with a Bachelor of Science in Sociology 
and Master of Science in Management of Sports Industries from University of 
New Haven. Avery has served on the following MIAA Committees; Educational 
Athletics, Softball, Game Officials, and the Covid 19 Task Force. He has been a 
delegate at the New England Student Leadership Conference, MIAA AD career 
day and member of the selection committee for the 2017 Korey Stringer Institute- 
NFL/Athletic Training Grant. Avery was the recipient of the 2016-2017 District B 
nominee for the MSSADA Ted Damko Award.

JARED SHANNON
                District G – WAHCONAH REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
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The staff and management of the  

Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis  

welcome the return of 

the Massachusetts Secondary School Athletic Directors Association 
35 Scudder Avenue * Hyannis, MA 02601 

508.775.7775 

Hello, my name is Fran Whitten, and I am proud to be your executive director!

First and foremost, let me say that I hope this finds all of you and your loved ones safe and healthy.

It is my privilege to announce the opening of the 2021 Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors 
Association annual conference. As you all know, due to the pandemic we have made the decision to go 
virtual.  That being said we plan to honor our deserving award recipients and offer a truly outstanding 
opportunity for professional development. Please go to our newly established website, sponsored by Ray 
Dretske of rSchoolToday, at www.mssada.org for details. You will be able to attend our virtual awards 
ceremony, be energized by our keynote speaker Mark Leinweaver from Perfect Playcement, sit in on relevant 
workshops, and participate in a wide array of NIAAA Leadership training classes. 

Although this year has been like no other we have ever experienced, your executive board has been hard at 
work. We finalized a five-year strategic plan, added two significant at-large positions to the board, created 
our very own website, vastly improved our means of communication, are in the midst of a new membership 
initiative, and are thrilled with the possibility of establishing a partnership with the Boston Red Sox. 

I want to extend my sincere thanks to the entire executive board for their service and dedication to the 
association.

I hope you can find the time to take full advantage of what this year's conference has to offer. And, I wish 
you the best of luck as we all continue to strive to provide the best possible experience for student-athletes 
throughout the Commonwealth.

Fran Whitten, CMAA
Executive Director MSSADA
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2020 – 2021
MSSADA OFFICERS/COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Executive Director Fran Whitten Retired AD
Treasurer  John Lynch  Essex Tech HS
Conference Coordinator  Michael Denise Blackstone Valley Reg. HS
President  Jay Costa  Shrewsbury HS
1st Vice President  Keith Mangan Bedford HS
2nd Vice President  Matt Trahan Old Colony Reg. HS
3rd Vice President Tom Tarpey New Bedford HS
Secretary  Tania Rich  Nashoba Reg. HS
Past President  Andrew Crisafulli Dartmouth HS 
Awards Chairman  Terry Riley  Retired AD
Publicity Chairman  Andrew Crisafulli Dartmouth HS 
LTC Coordinator  Karrah Ellis Tantasqua Reg. HS

2020 – 2021
DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES/LIAISONS

District 1 Melanie Martin  Holyoke High School 
District 2  Peter Jones AMSA High School 
District 3 Ann Palumbo Tyngsboro High School 
District 4 Ryan Murphy  Watertown High School
District 5 Kelly Farley Wolff Swampscott High School 
District 6 Dan Curran Rey Cristo Boston
District 7 Eric Scott  Medfield High School
District 8 Kevin Karo Brockton High School
District 9 James Quatromoni Hingham High School
NIAAA Liaison  Fran Whitten  MSSADA
MIAA/BOD Liaison  Thom Holdgate Duxbury High School
MIAC Rep/Mentoring Program Keith Mangan Bedford High School 
Retired AD’s Liaison Ray Cosenza Retired AD
Retired AD’s Liaison Joan Schultz Retired AD

Online Sports Memorabilia Auction
Proceeds Benefit MSSADA

From May 3rd – May 7th, KBK Sports is partnering with MSSADA to promote an online 
auction of sports memorabilia. There will be 20-30 items on a page designated for 
MSSADA, ranging from player cards to autographed pictures and balls of professional 

athletes and sports teams.

When the auction becomes live, anyone can access the MSSADA page to place a bid – 
school teachers, coaches, administrators and AD’s. Even your family and friends.

75% of the total profits benefit our MSSADA organization. Thank you for your participation.

1312



Kelly Farley Wolff
Swampscott High School

Marc Arria 
Winchester High School

David Stratton
Agawam Public Schools

Joseph Russo
Mansfield High School

Eric Dawley 
Oakmont High School

Dan Shine 
Arlington Catholic High School

                        PRESIDENT’S AWARD OF MERIT 
PAST RECIPIENTS 

1987  Walter Sargent, Richard Walsh, 
 Joseph Mewhinney, Frank Charbonneau,  
Thomas Potter, William Dempsey

2004  Peter Antonellis, Jim Gillis, Jerry Knight, 
Carlin Lynch, Jim Mitchell

1988  Fred Ebbett, Charles Bowers, William Summers, 
Winston MacDonald, James Doherty

2005  Dick Ruth, Phil Vaccaro, Bob Bancroft,  
Whit Horton, David Reid, Jeffrey Boudway

1989  Dave Balch, Edward Schluntz, Veto Filipowski, 
Elliot Roundy, Edwin Grady, Everett Thorpe

2006  Pete Foley, Mike Lahiff, Jeff Kent, Rich Gifford, 
Bob Foley, Sherri Webb

1990  Ted Damko, Val Muscato, John Hurstak,  
Herb Johnson

2007  Bob Roland, Ron Zampell, Bob Lynch, 
         Gail Silvia, Bob Casaceli, Cathy Meader

1991  Rich Lewis, Dick Ryan, Paul King, Joe Cafarella, 
Sherm Kinney

2008  Rick Berger, John Doldoorian Jr., Bill Foley, 
Mike Horne, Joe Marani, Steve Rowell, 

          Dan Shine
1992  John Carroll, John Doldoorian, Jeff Long,  

Bob Vichnick
2009 Robert Lospennato, Tony Port

1993  Eric Moyer, Liz McDonough, Don Edmonston, 
Don ProHovich, Paul Cournoyer

2010  Hardy Nally, Ken Still, Brian McDonough, 
Rene Langevin, Mike Martin, Robert Powell, 
Robert Tierney

1994 Henry Cryer, Robert Foley 2011  Bill Adams, Wallace Johnson, Tom Lamb,  
Bill Leaver, Ann Trytko, Paul Gibbons

1995  Dudley Davenport, Jim Lorenzen, Art Serra,  
Nick Zacchilli

2012  Bill Foley, Dan Keefe, Fran Coyle, Mike Correia, 
Jay Costa, Karen Gomez

1996  Dick Baker, Ray Beaupre, Clark Chatterton,  
Tom Flynn, Pete Glanville, Jack Schoffield,  
Jeanne Smith, Ellen Sullivan

2013  Dan Twomey, Jim Rendle, Peter McCauliff,  
James Woodward

1997  Jim Ashley, John Coughlin, Barbara Hood,  
Ted Tripp, Jim Hurley

2014  Jim Weymouth, Naomi Martin, Jon Kirby,  
Matt Trahan, Ray Cosenza, Jim Blain

1998  John Allen, Bob Chrusz, Mike Deary, Judd Hunt, 
Dick Garabeudian, Mitch Kuliga, David Paskind, 
Peter Richards, Paul Rowles

2015  Steve Desy, Ed Harrison, Mike Denise,  
Scott Francis, Peter Maki, Jim Miller, 

         Joan Schultz
1999  Joe Gleason, Barry Haley, Dan Kardaris,  

Joe Llorda, Richard Lenfest, Brian McDonough, 
Paul Urban

2016  Dave Lezenski, Nicole Viele, Rob Pearl,            
Dan Buron, Jeff Rudzinsky, Ann Trytko, 

         Art Reilly
2000  Don Cushing, Paul Cournoyer, Ralph Frazier,  

Bill Hebert, Alex Kulevich, Ellis Lane
2017 Mary Ryan, Ron Ford, Jeff Caron, 
          Michele Denise, Marty Sanderson, Paul Gibbons 

2001  Rocky Gomes, Carmen Iannucilli, Rich Qualey 
Joao Rodrigues, Tom Russo, Fran Whitten III

2018 Scott Connolly, Dave Pignone, Scott Paine, 
         Ed Catabia, Peter Jones, Peter Farr, Joan Schultz,
         Jeff Newhall

2002  Paul Archambeault, Robert Haff, Buddy Carlson, 
Larry Kelleher, Barry Fitzpatrick, 

         Barbara Martino

2019 Patricia Gonzalez, Wallace Johnson, 
         Gary Graziano, Scott Ashworth, David Shea, 
         Joseph Gamache, James Abel

2003  Paul Torney, Alice MacInnis, Ron Dunham,  
Bob Gesswell

2020 Kelly Farley Wolff, Marc Arria, Joseph Russo, 
         Joseph Francis, Eric Dawley, David Stratton, 
         David Racette, Dan Shine

David Racette
Drury High School

2020-2021
PRESIDENT’S AWARD OF MERIT 

RECIPIENTS

Joseph Francis
 Somerset Berkley Reg. High 

School
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2020-2021 
Theodore H. Damko Award Recipient

ANN PALUMBO
District E - Tygnsborough High School

Matt Curran
Methuen High School

Dwayne Early 
Springfield Public Schools

Billy Sittig 
Boston Public Schools

Josh King 
Mount Everett Regional 

High School

Rich Cormier
Hopkinton High School

Ryan Methia 
Greater New Bedford RVTH 

School

Theodore H. Damko Award Nominees
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MSSADA Theodore H. Damko Award Past Recipients
1997 - 1998 John Lyons Winthrop High School
1998 - 1999  Phil Vaccaro  Reading Memorial High School
1999 - 2000  Martha Jamieson  Haverhill High School
2000 - 2001  Brian Callaghan  Westborough High School
2001 - 2002  Nancy Kurty  Ludlow High School
2002 - 2003  Edward Gillis  Burlington High School
2003 - 2004  Rob Diloreto  Arlington High School
2004 - 2005  Mike Correia  New Bedford High School
2005 - 2006  Mark Ottavianelli  Taunton High School
2006 - 2007  Glen Field  Martha’s Vineyard Regional HS
2007 - 2008  Ann Trytko  Hampshire Regional High School
2008 - 2009  Daniel MacMillan  Marian High School
2009 - 2010  Steve Desy  Acton/Boxboro High School
2010 - 2011  Keith Mangan  Bedford High School
2011 - 2012  Aaron Patterson  Dean Tech & Holyoke HS
2012 - 2013  Naomi Martin  Lexington High School
2013 - 2014  Tania Rich  Nashoba Regional High School
2014 - 2015 Paul Worth Essex Technical High School
2015 - 2016 Melissa Dlugolecki Arlington High School
2016 - 2017 Michael Capotosto Longmeadow High School
2017 - 2018 Chris Schmidt Nipmuc Regional High School
2018 -2019 Scott Hutchison Hanover High School
2019 -2020 Kevin Karo Brockton High School
2020 - 2021 Ann Palumbo Tyngsborough High School

Dan Curran 
Cristo Rey Boston
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2020-2021
MICKEY SULLIVAN

Student Achievement Award
The “Mickey Sullivan” Student Achievement Award is to recognize 
students who have made a meaningful and lasting contribution to 

high school athletics.

The 2020-2021 Award winners are:
District           Name   School
A          David Lombardi  Malden High School
B                    Sponsor A Basket Burlington High School 
C          Timothy Brown   Medway High School
E           Jack O’Neil   Ayer-Shirley Regional HS
          Zack Souza  Ayer-Shirley Regional HS
          Cheyenne Sequeria  Ayer-Shirley Regional HS
          Edna Brown   Ayer-Shirley Regional HS
F          Amanda Mieczkowski  Northampton High School
G          Toys for Tots  Wahconah High School/
                                                      Hoosac Valley High School
H          Lindsay Rene  Fontbonne Academy

Presentation of awards will take place at each individual school. 

2021 
MSSADA Scholar Athlete 

Scholarship Winners

 Grace Brogioli - Wareham High School 
Athletic Director, Ed Rodrigues 

Benjamin Westphal - Algonquin Regional High School
Athletic Director, Michael Mocerino 

Both recipients will be candidates for the National NIAAA Student Scholarship later this year. 
 

Thank you!
Championship Award-Guys and Scoreboard Enterprises for sponsoring these scholarships.
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2021
NFHS CITATION AWARD 

This award is presented to an athletic administrator who has made significant contributions to the NFHS and/or 
other national organizations which have impacted high school activities.

Jim has been the Director of Athletics at Belmont High School for 19 years. Prior to this, he served as the 
Director of Athletics, Physical Education/ Health at the Nashua School District in Salem NH. Jim received his 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Physical Education at Plymouth State College and earned his Master of Education 
in Curriculum & Instruction in Secondary Education from Fitchburg State College. 

Jim has served at the local, state, and national level in a variety of capacities including Middlesex League 
President, Middlesex League Coordinator for Boys & Girls Swimming, Boys & Girls Tennis, and Wrestling, 
Middlesex League Sportsmanship Summit Co Organizer, Host for Middlesex League Diving Championship, 
NHIAA host tournament site for Football Track & Field Class & State Meet, and Track & Field NE Meet. At 
the state level, Jim has been a member of MIAA Swim & Dive Committee, he currently is the Chair member 
of MIAA Tournament Management Committee, MIAA Ski Committee Vice Chair, MIAA Rugby Committee, 
MIAA Blue Ribbon Committee, MIAA MIAC Appeals Board, MIAA District Athletic Committee District B & 
District 4, Past President of MSSADA, President of the MSSADA, Executive Board of the MSSADA, MSSADA 
District Rep, MSSADA Mentorship Chair, MSSADA Mentorship, Ad-Hoc Committee Chair, MSSADA State 
Conference workshop coordinator, NHADA State Executive Board Class L League President, NHIAA Football 
Committee, and NHIAA Track & Field Committee. At the National level, Jim served as NIAAA Board of 
Directors Section 1 Rep, NIAAA BOD Marketing Sub Committee, Chair NIAAA Delegate, NIAAA NADC 
Workshop presenter, NIAAA NADC Workshop moderator, NIAAA Conference Attendee, NIAAA LTI 
Instructor, and NFHS USA Football Advisory Committee Section 1 Rep.

The Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors Association commends James Davis for his long-
standing and distinguished record of involvement with high school activities programs at the local and state 
levels. 

James Davis, CAA 
Belmont High School

New England Patriots
Empower Field House
Foxboro, MA

Moses Brown School
Providence, RI

www.ironturf.com  |  www.geosurfaces.com

- World’s most durable synthetic sports turf
- Patented woven technology
- 10-year warranty

For your next project, contact    
Mark Curran 978-761-5340
m.curran@greenfieldsusa.com

John Huard 617-201-2839
j.huard@geosurfaces.com

®
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MSSADA 46th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
May 3 - May 7, 2021

Monday, May 3
9:00AM - 9:20AM  Opening Session / Introduction

9:30AM - 10:30AM  General Session 1  Sponsored by Scoreshots
  TMC Presentation - Statewide Tournament and Seeding
  Presenters:    Shaun Hart, Athletic Director, Burlington HS
  Johanna DiCarlo, CMAA, Athletic Director, Westborough, HS
  Jim O’Leary, Athletic Director, St. Johns Prep
  Jim Clark 
  Moderator: Keith Mangan, CMAA, Athletic Director, Bedford HS

10:45AM - 11:45AM  Keynote Speakers                                                    Sponsored by Jostens
  John Clark, Executive VP, Fenway Sports Management Group
  “Character Matters” Mark Leinweaver, MLB Player-Agent, Founder  
  Playcement Sports
  Moderator: Fran Whitten, CMAA, Executive Director, MSSADA

12:30PM - 1:30PM  General Session 2                Sponsored by Traverse Landscape Architects 
  Soldiers to Sidelines
  Presenter: Harrison Bernstein, Founder/ Executive Director
  Moderator: Mark Ottavianelli, CAA, Athletic Director, Taunton HS
Tuesday, May 4
LTI Session 1 Sponsored by HomeTown Ticketing, Inc.

8:00AM - 12:00PM  LTC 504  Athletic Administration:  
  Legal Issues I (Liability for Sports Injuries & Risk Management) 
 Instructor:  Gary Stevens, CMAA, Athletic Director, Saco Academy, 
  Saco, Maine

8:00AM - 12:00PM  LTC 619 Athletic Administration:
  Power of Curb Appeal: 
 Instructor: James Burnell, CMAA, Athletic Director, Lunenburg High School 

Concurrent Session 1 Sponsored by USAVE Sports and Apparel

12:30PM -1:15 PM Working with Difficult Coaches
 Moderator: Peter Jones, CAA, Athletic Director, AMSA Charter School
 Presenter:   Josh MacCreery, CAA, Athletic Director, Millbury HS
 Description:   This workshop will take a closer look at what it means to have a 
 “difficult” coach on staff. We will have a group discussion on what makes a coach 
 difficult; what may have caused them to become difficult; and what we can do as ADs to 
 make a situation better. 
 
 

General Session
“Character Matters”

Monday, May 3rd
10:45am - 11:45am

Mark Leinweaver 
MLB Player-Agent

Founder, Perfect Playcement

Mark is an MLB agent who represents over 75 players, including All-Stars and top prospects. His daily 
responsibilities include managing a myriad of off-field services for Major & Minor League clients and 

their families, salary arbitration preparation and contract negotiation.
He has spent over 20 years working in sports as a baseball agent, national TV & radio broadcaster, media 

relations director, author, coaching convention director and educator. 
Mark is a frequent speaker at high schools on how “Character Matters”, offering guidance to student-
athletes and families about social media dangers, volunteering in the community and anti-bullying. A 

proud supporter of Special Needs & Anti-Bullying charities, he has donated over $15,000 in three years 
from his presentations. 

As a guest professor at the University of Southern California for a decade, Mark has lectured to over a 
thousand students about “How To Get A Job In Sports”. His message is now shared virtually with colleges 

nationwide, including Duke, LSU, Virginia, TCU and Texas A&M. 
Originally from Yorktown Heights, New York, Mark played baseball at Division II Stonehill College in 

Massachusetts, where he was team captain his senior year.  2322



12:30PM -1:15 PM Discriminatory Incident Reporting
 Moderator: Kelly Farley, CAA, Athletic Director, Swampscott HS
 Presenters: Tom Arria, CAA, Athletic Director, Cambridge Rindge and Latin     
                     Patricia Gonzalez, CAA, Athletic Director, Newton South HS

Concurrent Session 2 Sponsored by Mass Heartbeat

1:30PM - 2:15 PM Implementing Unified Sports into Your Athletic Program
 Moderator: Melanie Martin, CAA, Athletic Director, Holyoke HS
 Presenter:   Eric Dawley, CAA, Athletic Director, Oakmont HS
 Description:   This presentation will discuss how to implement a Unified Sports
  Program into your athletic program and the rewards and benefits of Unified Sports 

1:30PM - 2:15 PM E-Sports  - PlayVS  
 Moderator:   Keith Mangan, CMAA, Athletic Director, Bedford HS 
 Presenter:  Lane Portman, PlayVS
 Description:   Presentation on E-Sports opportunities currently offered by MSAA 

LTI Session 2 

4:00PM - 8:00PM  LTC 790  Athletic Administration:                                           
  Leadership Training Instructional Methods and Techniques  
 Instructors:  Johanna DiCarlo, CMAA, Athletic Director, Westborough HS
  Chris Schmidt, CMAA, Athletic Director, Nipmuc HS
  John Brown, CAA, Athletic Director, Wellesley HS
 
6:00PM - 7:00 PM Sponsored by Piesco Sporting Goods 
 Craft Beer Tasting   
 Presented by Meredith Rosoff, Castle Island Brewing Co.

Wednesday, May 5
LTI Session 3 Sponsored by HomeTown Ticketing, Inc.

8:00AM - 12:00PM  LTC 506  Athletic Administration: 
  Legal Issues II (Title IX & Sexual Harassment)  
 Instructor:  Gary Stevens, CMAA, Athletic Director, Saco Academy, 
  Saco, Maine
 
 LTC 628 Athletic Administration:
  Mental Health and Wellness for the Student-Athlete
 Instructor: James Burnell, CMAA, Athletic Director, Lunenburg HS

9:00 AM  Massachusetts Vocational Schools Athletic Directors Meeting

Concurrent Session 3 Sponsored by G & G Fitness

12:30PM - 1:15PM Building a Program Culture  
 Moderator:  Jim Quatramoni, CAA, Athletic Director, Hingham HS
 Presenter:   Paul Spear, Athletic Director, Framingham HS
 Description:  Developing a Positive Culture in Athletics. The focus will be 
 on ways to provide student athletes a great experience, make them a resource for the
 community, and create a culture where they are positioned for future success.

12:30PM - 1:15PM Strength & Conditioning: The Building, Staffing, and Continuing Education of a 
 Program
 Moderator: Ann Palumbo, Athletic Director, Tyngsboro HS
 Presenters:   Kevin O’Neill, CSCS, Athletic Director, Nobles and Greenough 
  School
 Description:   This presentation will discuss a variety of ideas that will help you 
 start and additionally further develop the strength and conditioning program within 
 your school setting. We will also explain the role and benefits of having a qualified 
 professional overseeing your program.

Concurrent Session 4 Sponsored by VitalSigns Wall of Fame

1:30PM - 2:15PM Learning from the Pros: Social Media Must-Knows for Athletic Departments
 Moderator:  Keith Mangan, CMAA, Athletic Director, Bedford HS
 Presenters:    Matt Glick, CEO Gipper
  Robert Rosa, Chief Graphic Designer

 Hiring and Firing Coaches
 Moderator: Ryan Murphy, CAA, Athletic Director, Watertown HS
 Presenters: John Brown, CAA, Athletic Director, Wellesley HS
  Michael McGrath, CAA, Athletic Director, Weston HS
 Description:  One of the most important responsibilities of the athletic director is to
 determine who coaches our student-athletes. In this session, we will discuss the hiring 
 and firing process and what goes into this important decision. Discussion will center
 upon the aspects of hiring coaches, coaching coaches, and determining when and if a
 coach must be dismissed

LTI Session 4 Sponsored by Gatorade

4:00PM - 8:00PM LTC 508  Athletic Administration:
  Legal Issues III (Hazing, Constitutional Law, Disabilities Law, & 
  Employment & Labor Law) 
 Instructor:  Gary Stevens, CMAA, Athletic Director, Saco Academy, 
  Saco, Maine

6:00PM- 7:00PM Sponsored by RePlay Maintenance USA
 Wine & Charcuterie Night   

Thursday, May 6
8:00AM - 12:00PM  LTC 706  Athletic Administration:    
  Coaching Coaches to be Leadership Educators  
 Instructors:  Karrah Ellis, CMAA, Athletic Director, Tantasqua HS
  Joan Schultz, CAA, Retired Athletic Director, Lenox HS

 
12:30PM - 1:15PM General Session 3                                                                   
 MIAA Scheduling Transition to Arbiter Sports
 Moderator: Eric Scott, CAA, Athletic Director, Medfield HS  
 Presenters: Clark Evans, Arbiter Representative 
  Nancy Palie, MIAA
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Concurrent Session 5 Sponsored By Gold Athletics
1:30PM - 2:15PM Winning Mindset - Developing the Predator Mindset
 Moderator: Andy Crisafulli, CAA, Athletic Director, Dartmouth HS 
 Presenter:  Gene Zannetti, Winning Mindset
 Description:  The workshop will introduce mindset lessons and exercises that
 coaches can use to help their athletes learn to complete at their best when it means
 the most. Our mission is to help athletes maximize potential in sports, school, and life
 with systematic hands-on training.

1:30PM - 2:15 PM School Mascots and Navigating Change
 Moderator:  Dave Lezenski, CMAA, Athletic Director, Lowell HS
 Presenters:  Tania Rich, CMAA, Athletic Director, Nashoba Regional HS
                      Scott Hutchinson, Athletic Director, Hanover HS
                      Kevin Anderson, Athletic Director, Grafton HS

6:00PM - 7:00PM Sponsored by Championship Award Guys 
 Virtual Awards Ceremony    

7:00PM - 9:00PM Sponsored by Hampden Engineering Corporation
 Executive Board Social

Friday, May 7
10:00AM CAA Exam (Franklin in person)

Concurrent Session 6 Sponsored by MF Athletics
10:00AM - 10:45AM Post-Season League/District Tournament Workshop
 Moderator:  Johanna DiCarlo, CMAA, Athletic Director, Westborough HS
 Presenters: Jay Costa, CMAA, Athletic Director, Shrewsbury HS 
  Thom Holdgate, CMAA, Athletic Director, Duxbury HS
 
11:00AM - 12:00PM Sponsored by Jostens 
 MSSADA Business Meeting   
 Election of Board of Directors
 Election of District Reps.
 Election of Officers 
 District Gift Drawings 
 Super Drawing – Win A Trip to the 2021 National Conference in Denver, Colorado
Vendor Presentations
Monday, May 10
  9:00AM   -     9:20 AM Musco Lighting
  9:20AM   -     9:40 AM PitchKount
  9:40AM   -   10:00 AM United Site Services
10:00AM   -   10:20 AM Family ID
10:20AM   -   10:40 AM Nanonation

Tuesday, May 11
  9:00AM   -     9:20 AM Scoreshots
  9:20AM   -     9:40 AM HomeTown Ticketing, Inc.
  9:40AM   -   10:00 AM RSchool
10:00AM   -   10:20 AM VNN

Sports Design

130 WEST BROADWAY, BOSTON, MA 02127
T  617.464.1440

www.warnerlarson.com
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Walter Hildebrand
Shrewsbury High School 

This award is presented to an Athletic Trainer for their exceptional service and unique contributions to the athletic 
training profession. This award reflects a lifetime of servant-like attitude, dedication, and a willingness to go above 
and beyond what is expected in the field of athletic training. 

During Walter’s 10 years at Shrewsbury High School, he has taken a proactive role in acting as a liaison between the 
Athletic Directors, Administration, and other Athletic Trainers in the Midland Wachusett League.  He has led the 
league by creating league wide protocols, organizing and hosting league meetings, creating continuing educational 
opportunities, assisting in creating new Athletic Training positions, and much more.  In 2011, he implemented the 
first Athletic Training Internship Program for all of Shrewsbury High School. Students are encouraged to actively 
participate and become introduced to the profession of Athletic Training. This has provided an academic advantage 
when entering a variety of health care majors in college. Although this has been a challenging year for all, Walter 
is pleased to say that this year marks over 100 completed high school athletic training student internships under 
his supervision. “Walter states he feels privileged to not only have had the opportunity to work with all of these 
students, but he has seen them successfully continue on to collegiate Athletic Training programs. Since the start 
of this program, he has attended many of their undergraduate and postgraduate graduation ceremonies, academic 
and professional awards ceremonies to name a few.

In the Spring of 2020, he was officially appointed as the Chair of Athletic Trainers by the Midland Wachusett 
League and Worcester County Athletic Conference in recognition of his contributions as an Athletic Trainer among 
the leagues. He was also appointed as a committee member of A.T.O.M. (Athletic Trainers of Massachusetts), 
as a Secondary School Committee Member. He supports the efforts of the organizational legislative initiative of 
advancing the profession of athletic training and one day having an Athletic Trainer in every secondary school in 
Massachusetts. 

The Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors Association commends Walter Hildebrand for 
his outstanding service and leadership to high school athletics.

2021
“YOSHITAKA ANDO”

ATHLETIC TRAINER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARD
Karrah Ellis 

Tantasqua Regional High School 

This award was established by the MSSADA Executive Board in 2012 to honor an 
individual who possesses commitment and dedication to the vision of Professional 
Development. 

We are pleased to present the 2020-2021 Professional Development Award to Karrah 
Ellis in recognition of her significant contributions and demonstrated excellence in 
the area of professional development at both the state and local levels.

The Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors Association commends 
Karrah Ellis in her demonstration of excellence and outstanding leadership.

OUTSTANDING ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
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Lou Sanborn 
Hopkinton High School 

This award is presented to an Athletic Administrative Assistant for their 
significant contributions and leadership to interscholastic athletics for their 
school and community. Lou has worked in the Hopkinton High School Athletic 
Department for 12 years as an Athletic Administrative Assistant. She handles all 
the administrative duties for the Athletic Department as well as Department of 
Buildings and Grounds. Lou has unwavering commitment and provides a high 
level of support to the Hopkinton Athletic Department. She is committed, driven, 
passionate, and kind. She understands the importance of having attention to detail 
but never loses sight of the big picture. She possesses the understanding of the ins 
and outs of the job and often functioned as a right hand to the Athletic Director 
as they work together to run an efficient, welcoming, effective, and successful 
department. During a time when the Athletic Director needed to take time for 
family, Lou stepped up to the plate and kept the athletic department running 

smoothly and efficiently. Lou truly does it all. Her outstanding interpersonal skills, 
strong relationships, professionalism, unwavering support of student-athletes and 
coaches, and historical perspective of Hopkinton Athletics truly distinguish her. 

The Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors Association commends 
Lou Sanborn for her outstanding service and leadership to high school athletics.
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MIKE HURLEY
Regional Sales Director

860-921-6802

mhurley@bsnsports.com

@BSN_NewEnglandBSNSPORTS.com/catalogs
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2020-2021 
NOMINEE

NIAAA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Outside the Field of Athletic Administration

David Uminski
Principal Oakmont High School 

David Uminski is the State of Massachusetts nominee for the 2021 National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators 
Association Distinguished Service Award – Outside the Field of Athletic Administration. This award is presented 
to David in recognition for his many years of outstanding contributions, exemplary service, and dedication to the 
thousands of boys and girls involved in interscholastic athletics throughout the Commonwealth. 

Dave has been the Principal at Oakmont High School for 16 years. Prior to becoming the principal Dave taught 
history for 19 years at Oakmont High School and served as the vice principal for 2 years. Dave helped start the 
Oakmont ice hockey program, serving as Head Coach from 1988 - 1996. During his tenure as the ice hockey 
coach his team captured their first district title in 1992 and in 1993, his team played for the MIAA Division II 
Championship. He was the Past President of the Midland-Wachusett League Principals Association from 2011-
2019. Dave currently serves as the Chairperson of the Central Massachusetts Ice Hockey Committee. At the state 
level Dave serves on the MIAC, MIAA Unified Sports Committee, MIAA Field Hockey, and MIAA Ice Hockey 
Committees. 

The Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors Association commends David Uminski for his outstanding 
commitment and invaluable service to high school athletics.

2020-2021 
NOMINEE

NIAAA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Inside the Field of Athletic Administration

Thom Holdgate, CMAA 
Duxbury High School

Thom Holdgate, Director of Athletics at Duxbury High School, is the State of Massachusetts nominee for the 2021 
National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association Distinguished Service Award - Inside the Field of 
Athletic Administration. This award is presented to Thom in recognition of his many years of exemplary service 
and dedication to the thousands of boys and girls involved in interscholastic athletics throughout the state. He will 
be a candidate for the National NIAAA Distinguished Service Award later this year.

Thom Holdgate has been the Director of Athletics at Duxbury High School for twenty-two year. Prior to this 
position he was the Athletic Director at Nantucket (1999-2002). Thom received his Bachelor’s Degree from 
Brandeis University with Majors in History & American Studies and his Master’s Degree in Sports Management 
from Ohio University.

Throughout his professional career, Thom has been actively involved at the local, state, and national levels. Thom 
has served at the local level as Chairperson for Cape & Islands League, Patriot Leagues, founder of the Lighthouse 
Conference (now Cape & Islands), Chairman of MIAA Golf (2006-2015), Softball Committee (2006-2009), 
Patriot League representative to the MIAA District C Athletic Committee, MIAA Board of Directors, MIAA 
Financial Committee, District representative for MIAA Eligibility Review Board, Sportsmanship Committee, 
Softball Committee, Golf Committee, Educational Athletics Committee, Chairman and creator of Southeastern 
Massachusetts Girls’ Hockey League, Co-chairman, MIAA Covid-19 Task Force, Service to MSSADA State Athletic 
Directors Association; Secretary (2007-2009), Vice President (2009-2012) and President (2012-2013). MSSADA 
liaison to the MIAA Board of Directors, LTC Instructor, Presenter at MSSADA New Athletic Directors Workshop, 
Presenter, and moderator of several workshops at MSSADA conference

At the National level, Thom has serviced as NIAAA Section 1 representative to Resolutions Committee, Section 
1 representative to NIAAA Cohort 1 learning group of CMAA’s to discuss nationwide issues, Attendee of 10 
conferences, and a Delegate for Massachusetts.

The Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors Association commends Thom Holdgate for his 
outstanding achievements and invaluable service to high school athletics.
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2020-2021 
JOAO RODRIGUES

Distinguished Service Award Recipients

Ernie Green
District B

Gregory Partyka
District C

Jeff Lajoie
District F

Celia Norcoss
District G

Joao Rodrigues

Margaret Gannon
District D

Nick Dutton 
 District E

STAY SAFE,  
STAY CLEAN.
Portable Restrooms / Restroom & Shower Trailers

Hand Washing Sinks / Hand Sanitizing Stations
Temporary Fence / Roll Off Dumpsters 

Essential Site Services
1.800.TOILETS
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This award will be presented to an individual who embodies the virtues of an outstanding, model athletic 
administrator. An individual who was recognized by their colleagues for his/her continued support 
and guidance of others in the profession. In addition, this individual is someone who encourages new 
individuals into the profession as an Athletic Director, as well as fosters others to continue to grow 
in their roles as an Athletic Administrator. Someone who fully supports the Athletic Administration 
profession and all that it encompasses; through his/her work at the league, district, and state level.

We are pleased to present the 2021 Richard E. Lewis Award to Peter Jones in recognition for his guidance 
and support as an Athletic Administrator.

The Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors Association commends Peter Jones for his 
outstanding contributions and invaluable service to interscholastic high school athletics. 

2020-2021
RICHARD E. LEWIS AWARD 

3736



2020-2021 
     NIAAA STATE AWARD OF MERIT

Tania Rich, CMAA 
Nashoba Regional High School

Tania Rich is the Director of Athletics at Nashoba Regional in Bolton, is the 2021 recipient of the National 
Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association State Award of Merit. This award, the highest offered by the 
NIAAA in conjunction with our Association, is presented in recognition of Tania’s outstanding leadership and 
meritorious achievement in interscholastic athletic administration at the local and state level.

For the past 10 years Tania’s involvement at the local, state, and national level has provided a roadmap for Athletic 
Administrators to successfully follow. Through her leadership she has organized Student Leadership Workshops/
Community Service Projects, a Constitution Revision Committee and hosted several District E Track & Field 
events at Nashoba Regional as well as creating a Student-Athlete Leadership Council. 

In the Mid-Wach League she has served as League Secretary and Soccer Chairperson. She is a member of the Central 
Mass. Football Scheduling Committee, Central Mass. Ice Hockey Committee and District 3 Athletic Committee 
Member, member of the Central Mass Athletic Directors Association (CMADA) Executive Board and served 
as CMADA President from 2019-2021. At the state level, serves on the MSSADA Executive Board as Secretary,  
District 3 Athletic Committee, MIAA Soccer Committee, MIAA Ice Hockey Committee, and MIAA Tournament 
Security Advisory Committee. In addition, Tania served as an Adult Delegate and Facilitator at the New England 
Student Leadership Conference. At the national level, she has attended the National Conferences since 2011. 
She currently serving as the NIAAA Coaches Education Committee, Massachusetts Delegate, Moderator at the 
2018 National Athletic Directors Conference (“Increasing Student Participation and Retention”). Tania earned 
her NIAAA Certified Master Athletic Administrator certification. 

Tania has been recognized for numerous awards as an Athletic Administrator including: 2013-2014 MSSADA 
Theodore Damko Award Winner, 2016-2017 MSSADA Athletic Director of the Year, 2018-2019 MSSADA NIAAA 
Distinguished Service Award Inside the Field of Athletics and 2019-2020 Richard E. Lewis Award.

The Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors Association commends Tania Rich for her outstanding 
contributions and invaluable service to high school athletics. 
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2020 MSSADA ATHLETIC DIRECTOR DESIGNATIONS 2021

CMAA CAA CAA CAA CAA CAA
Timothy Alberts William Adams Kevin Caruso James Duggan Donald Heres Peter Looney

David Berman James Abel Robert Casaceli Ronald Dunham William Hebert Jennifer Lynch

Drew Betts Pamela Alavarez Joseph Case Kara Dupre’ Brian Hickey John Lynch

James Bunnell John Allen Stephen Cass Sharon Dupree Kyle Hodson Mike Lynn 

Robert Casaceli Amanda Alpert Robert Catalini Robert Duquette Mark Holderbaum John Lyons

Kim Chorosiewski Brian Anderson Robert Clark Scott Eaton Charles Holman Josh MacCreery
Michael Connor Thomas Angelo Brian Cogswell Jordan Edgett James Hook III Russell MacDonald

Michael Correia Peter Antonellis Maraget Conaty Robert Englehardt Michael Horne Kevin Mackin
Raymond Cosenza Marc Arria Michael Connor Danny Erickson Whitney Horton Jeff Maidment
Johanna DiCarlo Thomas Arria Lou Conte Charles Fahey Mark Houle Peter Maki

Glenn Doulette James Ashley Bruce Cookson Bill Fallon Dennis Ingram Patrick Mara
Karrah Ellis Paul Athanasiadis Richard Cormier Kelly Farley Wolff Martha Jamieson Peter Marr 
Danny Erickson Chris Aufiero Marty Cosgrove Tim Finn Peter Jones Jr. Melanie Martin

Joseph Francis Robert Aylward Sr. Jay Costa John Fletcher David E. Johnson Naomi Martin
Micah Hauben Dennis Baker Lori Cote Karl Fogel David W. Johnson William Martin
Thomas Holdgate David Balch James Creed Ronald Ford Herbert Johnson Sara Martin

Michael Horne Matt Bean Andrew Crisafulli Ralph Frazier Timothy Johnson Barbara Martino
William Johnson John Beary Daniel Curran Edward Freeley Richard Kates Stanley Masalsky
Richard Lewis Sue Beavers Donald Cushing Ryan Frost Karen Keough Robert McAnulty
David Lezenski Richard Berger Donald Dabenigno Richard Garabedian Keith Kenyon Stephen McBride 
Luis Macedo Chris Bergeron Paul Daly Karen Gomez David King Michael McCaffrey

Keith Mangan Michael Bierwith Carol D’Antuono Joseph Gearon Deirdre King Mark McCarthy
Alice MacInnis James Blain John Daileanes Craig Genualdo Jon Kirby Peter McCauliff
Clyde Meyerhoefer Steve Boone Dudley Davenport Robert Geswell Jr. Howard Klash Gordon McClay
Frank Mastrangelo David Bouchard James Davis Peter Glanville Kim Kochanek Alan McCoy
William Matthews Jeffery Boyd Eric Dawley Scott Glassman Leonard Krysgman Brian McDonough
William Phipps Clare Brady Michael Deary John Goda Nancy Kurty John McGrail
Tania Rich Karl Braun Jeremy Deason Mike Gohn Steven Kyajohnian Michael McGrath 
Richard E. Riley Jr. Donna Brickley Mike Denise Patricia Gonzalez Michael Lahiff Thomas McGrath
Mary Beth Ryan Tim Brillo Steve Desy Nathaniel Gorbert Farah Lalli Matthew McGuirk
Chris Schmidt Bryan Brown Marie DiClemente Mike Graceffa Doug Lally Brian McNally
Dan Twomey John Brown Ernest DiFiore Douglas Grutchfield Ellis Lane James McNally
Philip Vaccaro William Burkhead Melissa Dlugolecki Karen Guillemette William Leaver Kathleen McSweeney

William Walker Kelley Butler Ryan Donahue Matthew Gull Aimee Lee Cathy Meader
Francis Whitten III Ralph Caisse John Domaingue Ted Gumula Dan Lee David Medeiros
Lindsey Wright Brian Callaghan Edward Doyle Robert Haff Richard Lenfest Nairi Melkonian
Kyle Williams Chris Carbone Patrick Driscoll Barry Haley Robert Little Ronald Miller 

Jeffery Caron Michael Drouin William Hanna Jeffrey Long Thomas Miller

Jesse Carpenter Mike Dube Daniel Hart John Longley William Miller

2020 MSSADA ATHLETIC DIRECTOR DESIGNATIONS 2021

CAA CAA CAA CAA RAA RAA
James Mitchell Fred Redeker David Stratton Paul Worth Stephen Cronin Michael Mocerino

Mark Miville Dave Reid Jane Steinberg Jen Viana Joe Cusak Frank Montagna

Kirk Moreau Allan Richards Jack Stephenson Christopher Young Mark D’Angleo Patricia Morano
Scott Moreau Peter Richards Henry Stevens Nicholas Zacchilli Kenneth DeCredico Donald Morris

Philip Moresi Terry Riley Erik Sudnick Lisa Zappala Ryan DeMar Mia Muzio

Ryan Murphy Sean Roach Mark Sugarmeyer Ted Zawada Katherine Doherty Joseph Nickley III

Thomas Murray Dave Robinson Allan Sullivan Karl Zigmand Patrick Donahue Heather Paonessa

Michael Nelson Joao Rodrigues Michael Sullivan RAA Philippe Donnay Mike Perreault

Alan Nummy Stephen Rowell Kathy Swain Ian Applegate Justin Domingos Chris Perry

Timothy O’Keefe Michael Roy Ryan Sylvia Wayne Adams Donald Doucette Daniel Peters

Nancy O’Neil Richard Ruth Nicole Therrien Pamela Alexander Lisa Downs Derek Phinney

John Ottavianelli David Sanschargin Scott Thomas Michael Arria Ron Drouin Matt Porcaro

Mark Ottovianelli Walter Sargent Shawn Thornton Adam Atherton Ronald Dowd Michael Rodler

Jason Pacheco James Scanlon Paul Torney Steven Bastien Ryan Dunphy Todd Robbins

John Palmer Nick Schlierf Matthew Trahan Kaiynn Bateman George Edwards Greg Rota

Elaine Paradis Joan Schultz Frank Tricomi Brian Bellinger Timothy Fauth Stephen Rotondi

Kristen Parnell Emily Scott Daniel Tripp Ashley Bergeron Jamie Foster Nikki Ruffo

Peter Pasquarosa Paul Scoville Daniel Trudeau Jodi Blackburn Anthony Gonzalez Paul Rupprecht

John Patraitis Dave Shea Ann Trytko Russell Booth Scott Green David Sanschagrin

Robert Pearl Phil Sheridan William Van Valkenburg David Boyd Colleen Hanscom John Sawyer

Jameson Pelkey Brad Sidwell Nicole Viele Elliot Bresnahan Kristen Hoffman Dana Sharry
Paul Peters Phil Signoroni Lindsey vonHoltz Scott Butch Ronald Jordan Kasey Sheehan
Aaron Polansky Lucian Silva William Walsh James Cabucio Paula Junker John Smith

Terry Pillsbury Steven Silva Rob Wargo Stephen Caccicavilliano Mary Kell Kristen Sosunuff

Richard Ponte Douglas Smith Gordon Warren Jason Cantwell James Kelley Jeffrey Strong

Anthony Porter David B. Smith Jr. Frank Wells William Caldwell Kelsey Kincade Ryan Sullivan

Matthew Poska Mary Sokol Jenna Whitaker Christopher Carbone Robert Maloney Peter Vigue

Tony Price Barrett Souder Douglas White Michael Capotasto Robert McAnulty Ryan Walsh
Richard Qualey Kim Sousa Jessica Winders Maryann Cappello Kristen McGill Thomas Walsh

Jim Quatromoni Robert Souza Anthony Wood Toias Clemens Ryan McGowen Elizabeth Weafer

Ryan Quigley Mark Southworth Ryan Wood Keith Correia Craig Mclaughlin

Katherine Reardon Joseph Spadafora Tim Woods Francis Cranston Mike Mezzano
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TAKE A QUIZ & GET COFFEE.

bit . ly/bandforsummer

Don't miss your free Starbucks Coffee, on BAND!

BAND, the Safe & Instant
Communication App for Teams,
is Here to Make Your Next
Season Go Real Smooth. 

Read on!

 Every Massachusetts AD who takes

a quiz gets a $15 starbucks gift card!  

1.

2. Quiz takers are entered to win a

summer-perfect prize!

A MUST-HAVE FOR THE

SEASON

MSSADA 
would like to Thank Sakovitz Sports for 

Sponsoring the Conference Gift

4342 43



Program Designed by Terry Riley

ARE WE SERVICING YOU?

award-guys.com
website commercial

Official Award Supplier

M
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ACHUSETTS SECONDARY SCHOOLS

ATHLETIC DIRECTORS ASSOCIATIO

N
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